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B Biomass
Biorefinery
Net Network

Dear network member,

Hello and welcome to the final BBNet newsletter of 2025.
In this edition we are pleased to share an insight into the
first iteration of our scale up course; From concept to kilos,
that ran last month, and to review the year to date. In
addition you’ll find the usual updates and opportunities
from wider sector partners and stakeholders.

It's been a busy yet successful year for BBNet - and we
hope for you too! Merry Christmas everyone - we'll see you
early in 2026 for the final edition of the BBNet newsletter.

BBNet

From concept to kilos; scaling up in biorefining




On 02 and 21 November we ran the first iteration of our newly developed course

aimed at providing support to scale up your concept or innovation in biorefining. The
course was developed in partnership with the Biorenewables Development Centre
and CPI, and expertly refined and facilitated by Green Rose Chemistry. Day two took
place at the BDC and included a tour of the facilities available at the open-access

facility based just outside of York.

Participants said the course helped them broaden their knowledge on several key
topics, including pre-treatment, feed stock to processing methods and separating
solids, and that it increased their awareness of facilities, resources, and materials
available to progress their goals.

As the funding for BBNet draws to a close at the end of January 2026, the intention is
for the course materials to be made available (open source) for other open access
scale up facilities to run their own iteration. Find out more in the January BBNet

newsletter.

Thank you to all those involved, and a particular note of thanks to the BDC for hosting
and providing access to an amazing array of expert mentors, helping our researcher
community to further develop their networks and ideas.

It's been a busy year for BBNet...

In our final full year of activity we've delivered a lot of highly impactful events and
engagement opportunities; including:

m A workshop on Anaerobic Fermentation jointly deliver with EBNet

m A collaboration workshop supporting the development of our early career

research community facilitated by Jo North



m  Another joint workshop with EBNet on the Integration of thermal,
thermochemical, and biological conversion technologies

m An introduction to lifecycle assessments facilitated and run by Gavin
Milligan of Green Knight Sustainability Consulting

m Ourlargest ever, 4th and final, BBNet conference, attended by over 160

members - with a packed three-day agenda looking at the future of
biorefining
m  And last but not least the biorefining scale up course summarised above -

a brilliant way to end the year with 16 engaged and enthusiastic members.

It's been so wonderful to see our members engage and interact, and to hear about all
of the amazing research underway that will help shape the future of biorefining in the
UK in the near future. Alongside our event portfolio we have awarded and finalised all
of our available proof of concept and business interaction funding - the summaries,
outcomes and impact for which can be found on our website here.

We're really looking forward to sharing the impact of our community with you in our
final impact report which will be published in January - taking a look back over the six
years of our existence and shining a light on some incredible impact and
developments from within the community. Watch this space for more!

Sector news and opportunities

National Materials Innovation Programme: feasibility

studies
UK-registered businesses can apply for a share of up to £2 million for feasibility
studies. These studies aim to speed the translation of advanced materials innovations



in six key high-growth themes and one strategic opportunity theme. Closing date: 17
December, 11am. Read more.

BBSRC 2025 Transformative Research Technologies
(25TRT)

Apply for funding to pursue early-stage development of cutting-edge research
technologies with transformative potential in the biosciences. You must be a
researcher or research technical professional based at a UK research organisation
eligible for BBSRC funding. Closing date: 11 Feb 2026, 4pm. Read more.

Pre-announcement: Metascience research grants

round 2

Apply for up to £350k funding to undertake cutting-edge Metascience research into
more effective ways of conducting and supporting research and development (R&D),
including the impact of artificial intelligence (Al), how to optimise research institutions
and the challenges of measuring research excellence. Opening date: 12 Feb 2026,
9am. Read more.

Women in Innovation Awards 2025 to 2026

Women founders or co-founders with UK-registered businesses at the late-stage
start-up phase can apply for a grant of up to £75,000 and bespoke business support
to further their ambitious growth plans. Your project must be aligned with one of the
following growth sectors: advanced manufacturing, digital and technologies, or life
sciences. Closing date: 4 Feb 2026, 11am. Read more.

Knowledge Transfer Partnership: 2025 to 2026 round
five
UK-registered academic institutions, research and technology organisations or

Catapults can apply for a share of up to £10 million to fund innovation projects with
businesses. Closing date: 4 February 2026, 11am. Read more.

NIHR: Decarbonising the health and social care

system

This cross-programme funding opportunity will run annually for 5 years from 2024.
There will be £25 million total funding available across the 5 years, with a new
application process opening each year. Proposed research should aim to generate
high-quality evidence, focused on decarbonisation of the health and social care
system, that supports both innovations and/or existing: interventions, service models
or care pathways. Read more.



JSPS Postdoc Fellowship Call for Humanities and

Social Sciences

This fellowship allows researchers based outside Japan to conduct collaborative work
with leading groups at Japanese Universities and research institutions, for visits of
between 12 to 24 months. Applicants should be UK residents currently based at a UK
university or research institution. The applicant must have obtained a PhD on or after
2 April 2020; the PhD must be complete at the time of applying. Deadline: 10 Dec
2025 - 17.00. Read more.

EU publishes new bioeconomy strategy

“The bioeconomy represents a strategic opportunity of the 21st century”. So opens
the EU’s new bioeconomy strategy document, its first since 2022. The new strategy
document lays out how the EU will focus on scaling biobased technologies, targeting
those with the greatest commercial potential. Read more.

New bioeconomy cluster to root York and North

Yorkshire as UK leader in sustainable growth

Building on the strength of the existing BioYorkshire Partnership, the Cluster will bring
together businesses, academics, and policymakers to drive sustainable and inclusive
economic growth through innovation across agritech, bio-based products, and
sustainable food production. Read more.

Introducing Digest Al: The Bioeconomy’s New

Research Intelligence Platform

Digest Al is the only Al trained inside the bioeconomy. Built on an exclusive, 18-year
archive of over 50,000 Digest articles, videos, investor decks, technical presentations,
and Wolfpack case studies, all sealed from the public internet, it connects technical
insight to economic history, regulatory shifts, and company outcomes. Read more.

CEM Biofuture Platform Initiative launches Declaration

on Sustainable Chemicals and Materials

On the sidelines of COP30, government representatives and industry leaders
announced the launch of the Biofuture Platform Declaration on Sustainable
Chemicals and Materials, a landmark international statement to accelerate the
transition from fossil carbon to sustainable carbon feedstocks in the global chemical
industry. The Declaration outlines a shared international vision to foster the use of
bio-based, recycled, and captured carbon feedstocks. Read more.



Panorama on PFAS...

EBNet responds to a recent episode of the BBC’s Panorama programme (aired on 1
Dec 2025) with the title “The Truth about Forever Chemicals”. While EBNet’'s PFAS
WG and the EBIC Hub take this issue very seriously, they believe some of the
apparent messages were not helpful. Read more.

Scottish Ocean Cluster secures funding and appoints

Project Manager to drive next stage of growth

The Scottish Ocean Cluster has received a boost with more than £15,000 of funding
from Marine Fund Scotland, enabling the next stage of development for the
pioneering initiative that aims to unlock three times more value from Scotland’s
seafood industry side streams. Read more.

MENA governments back circularity and

biomanufacturing

Governments in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) are increasingly backing
biobased and circular industries through policies, roadmaps, and regulations. Read
more.
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Horizon Europe ERA 2026: info & online brokerage

events

On 11 Dec 2025, an online European Commission Info Day will present the topics in
the Widening Participation and Strengthening the European Research Area
(WIDERA) Work Programme 2026-2027. Call types will include both Coordination &
Support and Research & Innovation actions.

On 17 Dec 2025, the Network of National Contact Points for WIDERA is hosting an
ERA 2026 Brokerage Event. This event will focus on the ERA 2026 call topics
specified in the Horizon Europe WIDERA Work Programme for 2026-2027 (draft
version here).

Read more.

BioSolutions for Tomorrow’s World

BBIA and IBiolC are joining forces to deliver BioSolutions for Tomorrow’s World — the
UK’s biggest-ever gathering for the bio-based sector, taking place in Glasgow on
10-11 March 2026. This two-day event will unite innovators, industry leaders,
investors, policymakers, and researchers to shape sustainable bio-based chemicals,
materials, foods, and circular solutions. Read more.

EWWM 2026 — Call for abstracts

Abstracts for oral or poster presentations at the next European Wastewater
Management Conference are invited until 30 Jan 2026. The event will take place on
16-17 June 2026 at the Telford International Conference Centre. Read more.



Renewable Materials Conference 2026 - Save the Date:
22-24 September in Siegburg/Cologne (Germany)

Defossilisation through innovation: Early bird registration, exhibition and workshop
booking, as well as submissions for abstracts and innovations for the "Renewable
Material of the Year 2026" award are now open. Read more.

BBNet membership

Contacts

Email bbnet-manager@york.ac.uk for any queries relating to BBNet funding, events
and membership.

Let us know if you would like to advertise details of a vacancy or other opportunity on
our website by completing the Opportunities form and emailing it to
bbnet-manager@york.ac.uk.

Terms and conditions

You've received this email because you previously registered as a member of the
Biomass Biorefinery Network. Please see BBNet Membership Terms and Conditions
for details. To terminate your membership, contact bbnet-manager@york.ac.uk. To
unsubscribe from emails please click here.




