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Dear network member,

Hello and welcome to the latest BBNet newsletter. In this
edition, you'll find updates from the Biomass Biorefinery
Network and opportunities from wider sector partners and
stakeholders.

Events

4th BBNet conference is here!

We’'re really looking forward to reconnecting with members at the conference next
week - it's come around really quickly! We have an exciting programme with an
amazing array of expert speakers, some brilliant posters showcasing our members’
research and oral presentations from a selection of ECRs and BBNet funding
recipients. It's going to be a busy few days!

The resources will be added to the BBNet website in the weeks following the



conference, so keep an eye on the newsletter to find out more. See you in Sheffield!

Thank you for your input!

We wanted to thank all of our members who took the time to complete both the
BBNet evaluation survey and the biorefining landscape survey. Your experience and
opinions are incredibly valuable.

We’re aiming to launch the BBNet impact report and the Landscape Report in
December - so look out for the newsletter for all the important information. We're
excited to share our impact with you!

Sector news and opportunities

Farming Innovation Programme: feasibility round 4
UK registered businesses can apply for a share of up to £4.8 million for feasibility
projects. This funding is from the industry led R&D Partnerships Fund, part of the
Farming Innovation Programme. Closing date: 3 Dec. Read more.

Green ERA-Hub: biomass production and utilisation

(pre-proposal)

BBSRC will support international collaborations in biotechnological applications to
improve the utilisation of biomass. Proposals must involve teams from the UK and at
least two eligible partners requesting funding from at least two different member
countries that contribute funds to the funding opportunity. Closing date: 27 Nov. Read
more.

Green Era Hub: Call3

The Green ERA Hub Call is open for the submission of proposals addressing
"Sustainable Production and Utilisation of Biomass". The deadline for pre-proposals
is November 28, 12:00h CEST (noon). There will be a webinar for applicants on 15th
of October 2025, 9:30 CEST. Read more.



BBSRC standard research grant 2026

Apply for funding to support excellent investigator-led research across the breadth of
BBSRC scientific remit. The full economic cost (FEC) of your project can be up to £2
million, and BBSRC will fund 80%. Closing date: 14 Jan 2026. Read more.

BBSRC new investigator award 2026

Apply for funding to support excellent new investigator-led research across the
breadth of the BBSRC scientific remit. This scheme is designed primarily to assist
newly employed university lecturers, researchers and fellows to secure their first
major element of research support funding. The full economic cost (FEC) of your
project can be up to £2 million, and BBSRC will fund 80%. Closing date: 14 Jan 2026.
Read more.

Resource efficiency for resilience and sustainability
Feasibility Studies

UK registered businesses can apply for a share of up to £1.1 million for innovative
feasibility studies (FS) in novel, sustainable, low carbon materials and manufacturing.
Closing date: 3 November. Read more.

BBSRC Pioneer Awards 2025 to 26: bioscience

discovery research

Apply for funding to pursue early-stage bioscience discovery research. Applications
should open novel, adventurous research avenues with the potential to transform our
fundamental understanding of living systems. Your project must: be early-stage
fundamental bioscience lacking preliminary data; explore visionary and untested
ideas; and, have the potential to open new research paradigms in the longer-term.
Closing date: 19 November. Read more.

Bioinformatics and Biological Resources Fund
(25BBR)

Apply for funding to implement, improve or consolidate bioinformatics or biological
resources in support of UK bioscience, helping to drive forwards progress in
bioscience research and innovation. Share of £7M. Closing date: 25 November._Read
more.

ADOPT facilitator support grant: round four

Farming, growing or forestry businesses based in England can apply for a grant of
£2,500, to engage an external project facilitator to support the development of a full
ADOPT grant application. Closing date: 15 October. Read more.



Minister for Science, Innovation, Research and

Nuclear meets with BioYorkshire team

On Tuesday 2nd September, Rachael Maskell MP met with the Minister at the
Department for Science, Innovation and Technology, Lord Patrick Vallance, alongside
the University of York Prof. lan Graham, Prof. Sarah Thompson, Pro-Vice Chancellor,
and Dr Andrew Swift, CEO at FERA Science, to talk about BioYorkshire. Read more.

The Fast-Breaking, Full-Court Pressing,

Outside-Shooting Bioeconomy

The Biofuels Digest’s Jim Lane explores the changing dynamics in the bioeconomy
landscape, musing that “The Rotterdam Regulars vs the Brussels Bureaucrats has
given way to a new style of play from the New York Net Zeroes”. Read more.

The Bioeconomy 500 for 2025 — outstanding leaders of

the bioeconomy’s development and deployment

The Daily Digest announced the Bioeconomy 500 for 2025, which recognizes
individuals for their leadership contributions to the bioeconomy’s development and
project deployment. Read more.

Agriculture and Bioeconomy: New Report Confirms
Benefits of Using First-Generation Biomass for Food,

Fuels and Chemicals in Europe

Using first-generation agricultural biomass, i.e. crops like cereals, sugar and oil
plants, to produce bio-based energy and materials in Europe results in important
benefits for food security, biodiversity, agriculture and climate-change mitigation,
according to a new expert paper from the nova-Institute think tank. Read more.

Breaking the Bubbles of the Different Renewable
Carbon Sectors to Enhance the Transformation of the

European Chemical Industry

The Renewable Materials Conference (RMC) concluded with a sense of optimism
and a clear strategy for transforming Europe’s chemical and materials industry. The
key takeaway: Europe can pioneer a defossilised and competitive chemical industry
by breaking down sector silos and implementing the right policy framework. Read
more.



WASTE Impact Report 2024

From safely treating over 193,000 tonnes of waste and facilitating the construction of
300,000+ sanitation systems, to mobilising €112 million in WASH and waste markets
and strengthening 4,800 local businesses - this report highlights what’s possible
through collaboration to drive forward system-led change. Read more.

Scottish waste trading platform gears up for launch

A tech startup has created a Bloomberg-style trading platform to support a range of
sectors in Scotland with their net-zero and sustainability goals, simplifying
transactions that will see the organic waste from one industry become another’s gold.
Read more.

Biolubricants and Industry Standards: Navigating the

Compliance Landscape with Less ‘Friction

They keep engines running, gears turning, and machines humming - but can
lubricants also protect the planet? This deep dive explores the rise of biolubricants,
the greener alternative to traditional oils, and the evolving standards shaping their
global adoption. Read more.

Alder Biolnsights News Review: Biobased Products,
October 2025

Check out Alder Biolnsights October News Review by Dr Konstantinos Drousiotis for
stories about how European Bioplastics is advising EU Member States to go beyond
the PPWR’s mandatory compostability rules and more. Read more.

Safe as houses: bio-insulation in EU energy security
Biobased insulation shows how EU energy security and climate policy can go hand in
hand. Read more.

Healthcare has a plastic problem: biomaterials can
help

Europe’s healthcare system produced more than 900,000 tonnes of single-use plastic
in 2023. Biomaterials can lower healthcare emissions and simplify waste
management. Read more.

Surviving the Valley of Death: a guide for bio-startups
The early years are the most dangerous for a startup. Known colloquially as the
‘Valley of Death’, this is when great ideas can falter on regulatory issues, lack of
funding, or a lack of expertise. What can biobased entrepreneurs do to give their
startups the best start in life? Read more.



Navigating standards for bio-based and biodegradable

materials

As momentum builds towards a circular, bioeconomy, understanding the standards
landscape for bio-based and biodegradable materials has never been more
important. BB-Reg-Net publishes new reference guide to standards for bio-based and
biodegradable materials. Read more.

Buying into Biomanufacturing: Harnessing Public

Procurement for the UK Bioeconomy

A new study has revealed that the NHS could unlock a major opportunity for UK
manufacturers by switching to bio-based alternatives. The analysis of 670 NHS
contracts found that 407 contracts worth £5.5 billion have strong potential for
bio-based substitution, representing an annual market opportunity of £30—120 million
for UK producers. Read more.
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IBiolC Process Scale-up: online session 15 Oct 2025
Date: 15 Oct 2025, 14-15:00 UK IBiolC is hosting an online session on Reducing Risk
in Process Scale-up with Modelling and Simulation. Read more.

Introductory webinar: Engineering Biology Scale-up
Infrastructure Preliminary Activity (EBSI PA)

This new initiative funded by BBSRC to scope and develop a plan for a national
scale-up infrastructure - envisioned as an 18-month community-led project. The
webinar on 16 Oct will provide more information. Read more.

For those attending the BBNet conference, you can register for the webinar to
gain access to the recording afterwards.

12th UK Catalysis conference

The event will take place from 7-9 January 2026 in Loughborough. The abstract
submission for the 12th UKCC 2026 is now open via Easychair, and the deadline for
submission of abstracts is Friday 17th October 2025. Read more.

BBIA Demeter Awards & Innovation Showcase 2025
Hosted by the Bio-based and Biodegradable Industries Association (BBIA), this event
brings together industry leaders, investors, policymakers, and innovators shaping the
future of sustainable materials. All day event on Monday 17 Nov at the RSC in
London. Read more.

BBIA Bio-based and Biodegradable Programme

Manager

BBIA is seeking a dynamic Bio-based and Biodegradable Programme Manager
(BBPM) to help shape the future of the UK’s bioeconomy. This is a part-time (2.5 to 4
days per week), remote role with flexibility and purpose. Apply by 31 Oct. Read more.

Do you have a role to advertise?

BBNet members can use our self-service system on the website here to upload and
advertise relevant, jobs and we’ll feature them in the newsletter too.

BBNet membership




Contacts

Email bbnet-manager@york.ac.uk for any queries relating to BBNet funding, events
and membership.

Let us know if you would like to advertise details of a vacancy or other opportunity on
our website by completing the Opportunities form and emailing it to
bbnet-manager@york.ac.uk.

Terms and conditions

You've received this email because you previously registered as a member of the
Biomass Biorefinery Network. Please see BBNet Membership Terms and Conditions
for details. To terminate your membership, contact bbnet-manager@york.ac.uk. To
unsubscribe from emails please click here.




