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Dear network member,

Hello and welcome to the latest BBNet newsletter. In this
edition you’ll find updates from the Biomass Biorefinery
Network, and opportunities from wider sector partners and
stakeholders.

BBNet

The 4th BBNet conference is a wrap!




It was a jam-packed three-day programme full of highly-regarded international and
UK speakers, discussing the advances, challenges, opportunities and potential of
biomass in contributing towards net-zero, through a global circular economy.

Check out the conference materials here.

Join the BioFlow Network

The Continuous BioFlow Network brings together researchers, industry partners, and
scale-up specialists to advance continuous flow biocatalysis and biomanufacturing.
Founded with BBNet funding, the network already has over 100 members and is
building new interdisciplinary collaborations to accelerate process development and
translation across the bioeconomy. Join here.

Collaboration Opportunity: Join the FIVE-C Network

The Centre for Sustainable Innovation has launched the FIVE-C Network, a new
cross-sector initiative driving circular innovation across five critical sectors: Digital,
Construction, Fashion and textiles, Renewable energy and Healthcare. Led by Dr
Silvia Tedesco the network will foster interdisciplinary collaboration, influence policy
and practice, and help shape the next generation of circular economy leaders.
Read more or Join here.

BBSRC Pioneer Awards 2025 to 26: bioscience



discovery research

BBSRC funding to pursue early-stage bioscience discovery research, maximum
award of £350k. Closing date: 19 November 2025. Applications should open novel
adventurous research avenues with the potential to transform our fundamental
understanding of living systems. Read more.

Knowledge Transfer Partnership: 2025 to 2026 round

four

UK registered academic institutions, research and technology organisations (RTO) or
Catapults can apply for a share of up to £10 million to fund innovation projects with
businesses or not-for-profits.Closing date: 26 Nov 2025. Read more.

Launchpad: life and health sciences, Northern Ireland,

round three

UK-registered businesses can apply for a share of up to £1.2 million for projects that
grow their innovation activities in the life and health sciences cluster in Northern
Ireland. This funding is from Innovate UK. Closing date: 26 Nov 2025. Read more.

Mid-range equipment for biosciences research:
ALERT 2025

Apply for funding to purchase mid-range equipment for research across the
Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council (BBSRC)’s scientific areas
through ALERT 2025. This is an equipment-only grant. The full economic cost (FEC)
can range from £200,000 to £1.5 million. BBSRC will fund 100% of the FEC. Closing
date: 20 Jan 2026. Read more.

2025 to 2026 strategic Longer and Larger (sLolLa)

grants: stage two

Apply for funding for large team-based fundamental bioscience research projects
pushing the frontiers of human knowledge. The full economic cost must be over £2
million. Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council (BBSRC) will fund
80% of the full economic cost (FEC). Closing date: 5 Feb 2026. Read more.

Full ADOPT grant: round four

Farming, growing or forestry businesses based in England can apply for a share of
up to £3.5 million for on-farm trial and demonstration projects, to improve the
adoption of new ideas or solutions in the agricultural sector. Closing date: 10
December 2025. Read more.



MSI SME resource and energy efficiency: feasibility

studies & industrial research

UK-registered organisations can apply for a share of up to £15.5 million across the

two strands to develop industrial digital technologies. This is to improve resource or
energy efficiencies in SME manufacturers. Closing date: 10 December 2025. Read

more on feasibility studies or Read more on industrial research

ADOPT facilitator support grant: round five

Farming, growing or forestry businesses based in England can apply for a grant of
£2,500, to engage an external project facilitator to support the development of a full
ADOPT grant application. This is an Accelerating Development of Practices and
Technologies (ADOPT) grant. Closing date: 26 Nov 2025. Read more.

Pre-announcement: Design Generators

Apply for funding to combine design-led interventions with arts and humanities
methodologies to make positive contributions to the green transition. You must be
based at a UK research organisation eligible for Arts and Humanities Research
Council (AHRC) funding. Closing date: 29 Jan 2026. Read more.

BBIA Demeter Awards & Innovation Showcase 2025
Hosted by the Bio-based and Biodegradable Industries Association (BBIA), this event
brings together industry leaders, investors, policymakers, and innovators shaping the
future of sustainable materials. All day event on Monday 17 Nov at the RSC in
London. Read more.

U.S. biofuels production capacity growth slowed in
2024

The pace of capacity additions for U.S. biofuel production slowed in 2024, with
production capacity increasing by a modest 3% from the start of 2024 to the start of
2025, according to the US Energy Information Administration’s latest biofuels
production capacity reports. Read more.

Independent review on waste crime needed following

multiple failures and lack of action

In a letter sent on Tuesday, 28 October, to Emma Reynolds MP, Secretary of State for
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, the Committee raises concerns that despite
significant environmental, social and economic costs, in the region of £1 billion every



year, waste crime is being drastically under-prioritised. Read more.

Ruffling Feathers: Fevvers Takes Flight at Paris
Fashion Week with Stella McCartney

Making its much-anticipated debut for Stella McCartney’s Summer 2026 collection,
Fevvers, a groundbreaking plant-based feather alternative, captivated audiences with
its ethereal movement and conscious innovation. Read more.

Alder Biolnsights News Review: Feedstocks, October
2025

Are you in favour of biomass being used for manufacturing before is used for
bioenergy? So are European Bioplastics (EUBP) — read all about it in ABI’s latest
Newsletter which concerns biobased feedstocks with a focus on biomass and wood
waste. Read more.

Why bad land makes for good feedstock

Marginal land is getting more attention from biobased entrepreneurs and
policymakers as a sustainable raw material source. But what is marginal land? And
how do crops from them make the biobased industries more sustainable? Read
more.

Seaweed solutions for the hardest plastics to recycle
Thin film (or ‘soft’) plastics are everywhere we look. Yet they are among the most
harmful for human health and the environment. In many ways, thin films are the
ultimate problem plastic. Usually, they are used only once before being thrown away.
Three major seaweed plastic startups have the IP we need to stem the tide of thin
film waste. Read more.

What is Environmental Biotechnology? Widely
applied, but a clear definition of the term is still

needed.

The EBNet management team has published a paper exploring this big topic
because, in fact, most people don’'t know - and those who think they do often don’t
agree. Read more.
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19th IWA World Conference on AD:
abstracts due 1 Dec 2025

The conference theme, “Fueling Sustainability,” underscores the pivotal role
anaerobic digestion plays in achieving environmental resilience. IWA AD19 will be
taking place in Valencia, Spain, from June 9 to 13, 2026. Read more.

EBIC’s new webinar series starts on 14 Nov 2025

The Environmental Biotechnology Innovation Centre (EBIC) is running a webinar
series called “Engineering Biology in Action!”. The first session “Microbial
Engineering: Tools & Genetic Modification Techniques” is on 14 Nov 2025
13:30-14:30 UK. The speakers are Dr David Lea-Smith from the University of East
Anglia, and Kawinharsun Dhodduraj of Cranfield University. Read more.

Towards a Biobased Chemical Future

The Royal Society of Chemistry (RSC) and the Bio-Based and Biodegradable
Industries Association (BBIA) have postponed their session “Towards a Biobased
Chemical Future” to 26 Feb 2026 in London. The event will consider the role of
pioneering sustainable chemical production. Read more.

Free Webinar: Turning Biobased Claims into Proof
Join ISO/IEC 17025:2017-accredited laboratory SGS Beta for an in-depth look at how



Carbon-14 analysis verifies the biobased content of modern materials and products.
This session is aimed toward professionals working in sustainability, compliance,
product development, research, quality control and assurance, product marketing,
and certification who are involved in verifying or regulating biobased claims. 30
October 2025 at 19.00 CET. Read more.

White Paper Launch: '‘Bio-Based Policy for People &

Planet’

BB-REG-NET, an Innovate UK-funded research initiative, led by the BBIA, has spent
the past 12 months investigating the opportunities and challenges for bio-based and
biodegradable and chemicals and materials in the UK. At this event on 3 Dec in
London, they will launch their results: setting out recommendations to help
government unlock significant economic and environmental opportunities for the UK.
Read more.

UK Sustainable Chemicals Summit

Join Pioneer Group and the UK Alliance for Sustainable Chemicals and Materials
(UK-ASCM), for this exciting event, on 18 Nov in Teeside, focused on driving
innovation, collaboration, and a greener future for the chemical industry. Read more.

Lifecycle Assessments inside and out:

3-day intensive workshop

This accredited workshop in llam (Derbyshire) gives delegates a sound foundation in
the practice and application of lifecycle assessment (LCA) studies. Upcoming dates:
24-26 Feb and 17-19 March. 10% discount for BBNet members! Read more.

Do you have a role to advertise?

BBNet members can use our self-service system on the website here to upload and
advertise relevant, jobs and we’ll feature them in the newsletter too.

BBNet membership




Contacts

Email bbnet-manager@york.ac.uk for any queries relating to BBNet funding, events
and membership.

Let us know if you would like to advertise details of a vacancy or other opportunity on
our website by completing the Opportunities form and emailing it to
bbnet-manager@york.ac.uk.

Terms and conditions

You've received this email because you previously registered as a member of the
Biomass Biorefinery Network. Please see BBNet Membership Terms and Conditions
for details. To terminate your membership, contact bbnet-manager@york.ac.uk. To
unsubscribe from emails please click here.




