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Dear Network Member,

Hello and welcome to the latest edition of the BBNet
newsletter. It's a packed digest this month where we hope
you will find lots of useful information and sign posts to
important news and events.

BBNet

4th BBNet conference

Registration has now closed for the conference in October. We will confirm places by
email on Monday 30th June. We have a limited number of sponsorship and exhibition
places available - find out more here.

Continuous BioFlow 2025 Summer

After the great success of the launch event at Heriot-Watt in January this year, the
Continuous BioFlow network are hosting a summer webinar in the afternoon of
Monday 11" August this year. Invited speakers include Dr Adam Clayton and Prof
Martina Contente, with the additional opportunity for PGRs and ECRs to present
short talks on the day. If you wish to attend, please register at this link, and send an




abstract to s.cosgrove@keele.ac.uk by Friday 11" July 2025 if you wish to present a
short talk. Join_the LinkedIn group here, to see network developments and engage
with other members of the network.

New member spotlight -
Dr Rylan Cox

Research Fellow at Cranfield University
and Co-Founder of C-Source
Renewables - Rylan’s work focuses on
valorising food waste feedstocks into
platform chemicals through intensified
continuous flow technologies.

With experience spanning both
academic research and commercial
innovation, Rylan is advancing circular
bioeconomy solutions through
initiatives like EcolLoaf and EcoSpud,
which produce glucose syrups from
surplus bread and potato waste.

Share Your Research with Our Community!

Are you conducting groundbreaking research within our network? Do you have
exciting discoveries or unique interests you'd love to share? We're looking for
passionate members like you to feature in our monthly Member Spotlight!

This is your chance to showcase your incredible work, highlight your contributions to
our field, and connect with a wider audience within our vibrant community. We want to
celebrate the diverse expertise and fascinating projects happening across our
network.

Ready to shine? Simply email us at bbnet-manager@york.ac.uk, and we'll help you
craft your spotlight feature and share it with the entire community.

Sector news and opportunities




BBSRC Impact Showcase 2025 30th Anniversary
Special

Celebrating 30 years of commitment, collaboration, and innovation, the BBSRC
proudly presents a special showcase. Discover how bioscience drives crucial
advancements, improving lives globally and strengthening the UK's competitive edge.
Explore the impactful stories of the people and infrastructures behind our research,
and see how transformative technologies like Al and genomics are revolutionizing the
field. Find out more here.

Engineering Biology SPARK Awards

Grants of up to £15,000 to fund UK-registered academic institutions or RTOs to
deliver an engineering biology project to address a challenge held by a UK-registered
SME or to enhance the SME’s progress towards developing new products,
processes, or services. Registration Closes: 09/07/2025 11:00. Read more.

Green Stories — new ‘Flash’ competition

Green Stories has a new writing competition, which is open for entries until 27 August
2025. The new competition is for short stories (500 words) on the theme of
epiphanies — that moment where a character’s attitudes/behaviours change for the
greener. Their mission is to create a cultural body of work that entertains and informs
about green solutions, inspires green behaviour and raises awareness of the
necessary transformations towards a sustainable economy. Read more.

Scottish Investment Catalyst Fund

Funding awards of up to £10,000 can be applied for to cover the costs of input from a
Scottish academic partner on projects with businesses. The fund can support the
costs of an initial collaboration such as but not limited to; feasibility study (e.g. for a
joint R&D centre); roadmap to leverage investment for joint R&D; early-stage proof of
concept; supporting talent and skills for R&D. Read more.

Knowledge Transfer Partnership: 2025 to 2026 round

three
UK registered academic institutions, research and technology organisations (RTO) or
Catapults can apply for a share of up to £9 million to fund innovation projects with



businesses or not for profit organisations. Closing date: 17 September. Read more.

Commercialising Knowledge Assets Fund: autumn
2025

UK registered government research organisations can apply for grants between
£50,000 and £250,000 to move viable public sector knowledge assets towards
commercial readiness. This funding is provided by the GOTT. Closing date: 4
September. Read more.

Applications to join BBSRC's Strategy Advisory

Panels (SAPs) are now open

The SAPs provide expert insight to help shape BBSRC's strategy, policies and ideas.
It's a great opportunity to contribute to the future of bioscience. There are vacancies
on the following panels: Bioscience for Advanced Manufacturing and Clean Growth,
Bioscience for Sustainable Agriculture and Food, Bioscience for an Integrated
Understanding of Health, Transformative Technologies. Apply by 17 July. Read more.

EPA proposes increases to US renewable fuel

volumes

In Washington, the US Environmental Protection Agency announced a proposed rule
to establish required Renewable Fuel Standard volumes and percentage standards
for 2026 and 2027, as well as to partially waive the 2025 cellulosic biofuel volume
requirement and revise the associated percentage standard due to a shortfall in
cellulosic biofuel production. Read more.

Markets eye biofuels in response to Israeli-Irani

tensions

In Washington, the Financial Times reports that vegetable oil prices jumped on
Thursday on the back of fears that the conflict between Israel and Iran could escalate,
promoting investors to look for fossil fuel alternatives. Brent crude prices have jumped
8% in a week due to the Israeli-Irani tensions with soybean oil following upwards by
11% and palm oil up by 6%. Read more.

TERI and the Netherlands Innovation Network Release

White Paper on Indo-Dutch Bioeconomy Collaboration
The White Paper explores policy frameworks, growth projections, and emerging
areas of synergy between the two nations, particularly in bioenergy, biochemicals,



and bio-based materials. Read more.

30 new projects driving Europe’s bio-based future
Following its 2024 call for proposals, CBE JU has now signed grant agreements with
30 projects. The funded consortia, made of a total of 416 beneficiaries from 33
countries, will develop innovative bio-based solutions at scale to reduce Europe’s
reliance on fossil resources, create green jobs, and drive sustainable economic
growth. Read more.

Leading Companies Launch American Alliance for
Biomanufacturing (AAB) to Bolster U.S. Industrial
Leadership

The American Alliance for Biomanufacturing (AAB) was launched in June, a new
coalition of industry leaders committed to advancing U.S. leadership in
biomanufacturing innovation, competitiveness, and resilience. The Alliance brings
together essential stakeholders to address critical challenges and opportunities in a
rapidly evolving sector that is increasingly vital to American economic and national
security, and public health. Read more.

EBIC launches quarterly podcast

Are you fascinated by the world of engineering biology? Eager to discover how EBIC
is leveraging this innovative field to enhance our environment? Tune in to their
quarterly podcast, where they share exciting insights and host inspiring guests from
the world of engineering biology and beyond. Read more.

Scotland’s bioeconomy boosted by launch of £850,000

scale-up technology

Scotland gets its first open-access 300-litre fermenter — a state-of-the-art piece of
equipment that will support early-stage companies to develop bio-based products at
scale. Located at FlexBIO, IBiolC’s scale-up facility at Heriot-Watt University in
Edinburgh. Read more.

New research hubs to cut carbon and reshape UK

manufacturing

From green steel and recycled plastics to turning waste into new materials and using
Al to boost productivity, four hubs will tackle UK manufacturing challenges. Backed by
£44 million through the EPSRC, their work will cut carbon, create high-value jobs and
boost regional economies. Read more.

New fund will focus research investment on local



priorities

The Local Innovation Partnerships Fund will provide up to £500 million in funding for
those who know their community best to work in partnership with: local authorities,
local businesses; and local researchers and innovators. The fund will operate
UK-wide through: at least £30 million for each of 10 regions across the UK, including
one in each of the devolved nations and competitive awards for innovative projects
and businesses in other regions. Read more.

BB-Reg-Net Warns: Disjointed Policies Obstruct UK

Bioeconomy Development

The UK’s bioeconomy development is being impeded by policy fragmentation,
according to a new report from BB-REG-NET, a network established to develop
regulatory standards to support market adoption of bio-based and biodegradable
materials. Read more.

Report debunks claim that biodegradable plastics

encourage littering

A comprehensive new report published by BB-REG-NET reveals no robust evidence
to support the long-held claim that biodegradable plastics encourage littering,
challenging a key assumption that has been hindering policy development in the UK’s
bioeconomy sector. Read more.
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Faraday Discussions "Frontiers in Physical Chemistry
for Lignin Valorisation” - 10-12 September - RSC

"Frontiers in Physical Chemistry for Lignin Valorisation” - this Faraday Discussions
event will take place from 10 to 12 September 2025 at the Royal Society of
Chemistry, Burlington House, London. This gathering promises to be an engaging
forum where leading scientists, engineers, and industrial partners will explore the
latest advancements in the field of lignin valorisation. It is an excellent opportunity for
researchers to showcase their work through poster presentations. Poster abstract
deadline: 30 June 2025. Full information here.

Creating a favourable regulatory environment for

bio-based materials

Join the BB-REG-NET for a full-day interactive workshop in York on 1 July about
developing tools and standards to assess the impact and performance of bio-based,
biodegradable, and compostable materials. More information.

International Conference on Biomass

The International Conference on Biomass will be held on September 25-26, 2025 in
Vienna, Austria! This conference will focus on the vital role of biomass in reducing
greenhouse gas emissions, enhancing energy security, promoting sustainable
agriculture, and much more. More information.

19th Global Summit & Expo — Biomass and Bioenergy
The 19th Global Summit and Expo on Biomass and Bioenergy is set to take place on
October 27-28, 2025, in London, UK, to discuss the latest advancements in bioenergy
and biomass technologies under the theme “Decarbonizing the Energy Sector: Role
of Biomass & Bioenergy Innovations”. More information.

BBIA webinar: From forest to future — the role of

cellulose-derived bioplastics

Join Woodly® online on 3 June (11.00-12.000 to discuss how cellulose-derived
bioplastics can scale decarbonisation and defossilisation of packaging value chains.
They will assess how regulatory frameworks are acting as barriers to entry for
mechanically recyclable bioplastics, and the practical steps which can be taken to
overcome such challenges. More information.




White Paper Launch: Bio-Based Policy for People &

Planet

Join BBIA in London on 3 December for this afternoon event launching the flagship
white paper from BB-REG-NET, exploring how the UK can unlock the full potential of
bio-based materials through smarter, more enabling regulation. More information.

Chalmers course in
Industrial Biotechnology
for Lignocellulose-based
processes 2025

Chalmers University of Technology will
be holding their biannual PhD course
“Industrial Biotechnology for
Lignocellulose-based Processes” at the
end of October. The registration will
open after summer, please forward this
information to students, postdocs, or
other people who might be interested. If
you have any questions about the
course, please let us know.
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Industrial Biotechnology for
Lignocellulose based processes
Post-graduate course - Chalmers University of Technols

October 27-31, 2025
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Program General information

Monday
Biomass composition & characterization
Poster session

Thursday
Fermentation processes

Friday
Outiook & Witten exam
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Contacts:
Johan Larsbrink

Cecilia Geier

Job to advertise?

Use our self-service
system on the website
here to upload and
advertise relevant,
jobs and we’ll feature
them in the newsletter

Email

Terms and conditions

Need to contact us?

bbnet-manager@york.
ac.uk for any queries
relating to BBNet
funding, events and
too. membership.

No longer want to
subscribe?

If you no longer wish
to receive our
newsletter please
follow this link to
unsubscribe.




You’ve received this email because you previously registered as a member of the
Biomass Biorefinery Network. Please see BBNet Membership Terms and Conditions
for details. To terminate your membership, contact bbnet-manager@york.ac.uk. To
unsubscribe from emails please click here.




